
Thursday, September 10th 
 
Attendance: Mike Brown, Jaime Comtois, Jenn Smith, Carter Finnegan, Kyle 
Chadburn, John Aldridge (on phone), Kelli Rhodes (on phone) 
 
Guests: Mayor Rick Ufford-Chase & City Manager Joe Gunther 
 
1. Call Regular Recreation Committee Meeting to Order — Called to order at 5:34pm. 

 
2. Approve the Minutes for April, May, June, July 

●​ Motion made by Carter to approve minutes for April, May, June, July, seconded by Jen. 
Approved unanimously. 
 

3. Comments by Members of the Public — No comments from the public. 
 

4. Monthly Fundraising Update — No fundraising update at this time. 
 

5. Program & Event Debriefs – Bike Rodeo 
●​ Low turnout this year. Possibly need to consider rescheduling for the future. Maybe not 

in the summer? The location worked well and should be considered again. Make sure to 
remember the waiver forms for next time, and also clearly state that kids must be 
chaperoned throughout the event. Successes – helmets were given out to kids who 
needed them. Kids learned some skills as well. Celebrating Carter’s leadership and 
coordination!​
 

6. Program & Event Planning Discussion 
●​ Coin Drop – Scheduling settled so all timeframes are covered. Materials are ready to go 

and Mike will leave them in the clerk’s office.​
 

7. Fundraising Projects 
●​ Survey conducted to get input on future projects. Survey respondents were mostly from 

Newport City with some from Newport town and other surrounding areas. 
●​ Some common themes – recreation center, pool, activities (bowling, arcade, mini golf) 
●​ The results of this survey reflect similar trends in the survey conducted by Newport 

Downtown Development last year which had 940 responses. Focus areas for downtown 
development are housing, commercial, hotel, rec center. Improved infrastructure 
(water/sewer, cityscape) will be covered by a grant that was recently awarded.​
 

8. Public Recreation — No updates to share.​
 
 



9. Updates from the Parks & Recreation Office 
●​ Pumpkinpalooza — All materials are ordered. Pumpkins will be dispersed from 

the parklet this year instead of the greenhouse to increase access and visibility. 
Knights of Columbus will sponsor the trunk-or-treat event again this year. 
October 16th the pumpkins will be moved to the parklet. October 17th is the hand 
out event. Pumpkinpalooza itself will take place on October 24th from 
1:00-3:00pm. Prizes for winners this year will be gift certificates to Pick & Shovel.​
 

10. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
●​ Pumpkinpalooza volunteer list will be emailed.​

 
12. Set Date and Agenda for Next Meeting 

●​ Thursday, October 15th at 5:30pm​
 

13. Adjourn 
●​ Meeting adjourned at 6:54. 


